WRITING TOOL

ONRAMP: Main Ildea and Theme

Climb the five thinking levels for a main idea or a theme, then write a global or reflective statement.

/ Grades3toEnglishil

3.Choose the strongest answer WHAT STUDENTS DO

First choice: which answer should we pick? Choose a passage and Main Idea or Theme.

Pick one of five answers and see its thinking level.

o A class discussed whether recess should be longer and made a Climb one level higher, then write a global or reflective
decision respectfully by voting. statement.

o Mrs. Green's class listed reasons for alonger recess, reasons to keep

it the same, and Lily's idea for a movement break, then listened to WHAT TEACHERS GET

each other and voted with paper ballots. Whole group. Tier 1 on the SmartBoard.
Support. Activate support now opens the thinking levels
° By gathering information, listening respectfully, and voting, the class chart.
practiced how communities have made fair decisions together since Replay. Play again with a new passage, or switch between
ancient Greece. Main Idea and Theme.

o A class talked about recess, and they voted. None of the answers are wrong; each shows a different

level of thinking.

- . TSI IS PETI TP U IO
CHOOSE THE STRONGEST ANSWER TEKS COVERED
Five answers; none is wrong, each shows a thinking level. TEXAS TEKS FOR THIS GAME
3.8(A) Infer the theme of a work, distinguishing theme from topic.
3.9(D)(i), 4.9(D)(i), 5.9(D)(i) Recognize characteristics and
'he bell rang
Main idea or theme? ; ‘TMSS,“ b onouted structures of informational text, including the central idea with
it " e e s Amementisier Beihandrer supporting evidence. 4.8(A) Infer basic themes supported by text
ain Idea eme 4 e evidence. 5.8(A) Infer multiple themes within a text using text
toone anather: evidence. 6.7(A), 7.7(A) Infer multiple themes within and across texts
“Push me higher” ) .
i il using text evidence. 6.8(D)(i), 7.8(D)(i), 8.8(D)(i) Analyze
= '“ Md“'Pyem'_mm_‘ej'T"mmougs‘fn A characteristics and structural elements of informational text, including
hat is the main idea of this passage? e B o G the controlling idea or thesis with supporting evidence. 8.7(A)
11, *Of coursel” Beth said Analyze how themes are developed through the interaction of
i 12. Ava and Beth began tuming the rope together,
ASUYELS SUPPEI ROV T R characters and events. English | 6(A) Analyze how themes are
i:'TS:';'ZfZ“xZ:‘ZEZT"‘"‘“‘"’”"“"e developed through characterization and plot in a variety of literary
MAIN IDEA OR THEME READ THE PASSAGE texts. Engllsh|7(D)(|)., Engllsh 11 7(D)(i) Analyze characterl§tlcs and
i i structural elements of informational texts such as: clear thesis,
Pick the mode, then read the question. A real Teach BIG passage on screen. relevant supporting evidence, pertinent examples, and conclusion.

English 11 6(A) Analyze how themes are developed through
characterization and plot, including comparing similar themes in a
variety of literary texts representing different cultures.

Main dea thinking levels: The Recess Question

TEACHER SUPPORT

Every statement is correct; each shows a different level of thinking. The
thinking levels chart is one tap away.

How to get it
Whole class, teacher only: $3.99 per game, per year, as part of Writing Workouts (Tier 1whole

group)
Teacher + 25 students, every reading and writing game: RLA Learning LAB, $99 a year
Also in Pick 3 ($339) and Complete Set (s479)

Try afree sample

https://tbase.teachbig.com/onramp/?sample=1
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