
PAIRED PASSAGES
E X A C T  T E A  W O R D I N G  •  S T A A R  R E A D I N G

EVERY PAIRED SET · PASSAGE TITLES · ITEM NUMBERS

2 0 2 4 – 2 0 2 6  •  G R A D E S  3 – 8  +  E N G L I S H  I  &  I I  •  T E A  R A T I O N A L E  P A G E S  C I T E D

GRADE 2024 2025 2026

Grade 3

A Forest Full of Stars + More Than Air
Items 8–17
TEA pp. 8–17 · Item 8–17 · 2024 · Grade 3

The Farm Where Nothing Grew + Olivia’s
Soccer Practice
Items 15–25
TEA pp. 15–25 · Item 15–25 · 2025 · Grade 3

Swim Team + Unlikely Friendships for
Kids
Items 8–18
TEA pp. 8–18 · Item 8–18 · 2026 · Grade 3

Grade 4

Riding Out West + Going Home (
Burlington Route )
Items 9–18
TEA pp. 9–19 · Item 9–18 · 2024 · Grade 4

Cultural Cooking Connections + Tradition
with a Twist
Items 15–25
TEA pp. 15–25 · Item 15–25 · 2025 · Grade 4

Save the Screens + Write It Down
Items 8–18
TEA pp. 8–18 · Item 8–18 · 2026 · Grade 4

Grade 5

A Country Connected + The World Is at
My Fingertips
Items 8–17
TEA pp. 8–17 · Item 8–17 · 2024 · Grade 5

Tasha’s Hat + Crochet Away!
Items 8–18
TEA pp. 8–18 · Item 8–18 · 2025 · Grade 5

Clarence Birdseye: Frozen Food
Innovator + From Tin to Table
Items 8–13, 15–18
TEA pp. 8–18 · Item 8–13, 15–18 · 2026 · Grade 5

Grade 6

The Last Wild Place + A Wave of a Day
Items 16–26
TEA pp. 16–26 · Item 16–26 · 2024 · Grade 6

Competitive Cheerleading + Behind the
Desk with Matt Christopher: The #1
Sportswriter for Kids
Items 9–20
TEA pp. 9–20 · Item 9–20 · 2025 · Grade 6

The Cardboard Catastrophe + The
Automobile
Items 9–20
TEA pp. 9–20 · Item 9–20 · 2026 · Grade 6

Grade 7

Art for the People, Art by the People +
Grandfather’s Legacy
Items 9–18
TEA pp. 9–18 · Item 9–18 · 2024 · Grade 7

Counting like the Maya + An Ancient
Farming Method
Items 9–20
TEA pp. 9–20 · Item 9–20 · 2025 · Grade 7

Orville and Wilbur Wright: Pioneers of the
Age of Flight + The Yellow Kite
Items 9–20
TEA pp. 9–20 · Item 9–20 · 2026 · Grade 7

Grade 8

Cameras in the Courtroom + Challenging
the Status Quo
Items 9, 11–19, 31
TEA pp. 9–31 · Item 9, 11–19, 31 · 2024 · Grade 8

Music and the Maestro + Saturday
Surprise
Items 9–20
TEA pp. 9–20 · Item 9–20 · 2025 · Grade 8

No Summit Out of Sight + Waiting for
Ideas
Items 9–20
TEA pp. 9–20 · Item 9–20 · 2026 · Grade 8

English I

Finding Dorothy + Big Wheels Keep On
Turnin’
Items 10–21
TEA pp. 10–21 · Item 10–21 · 2024 · English I

Kokoro + The List
Items 10–12, 14–21
TEA pp. 10–21 · Item 10–12, 14–21 · 2025 · English I

What Community Means + Less Is More
Items 10–15, 17–21
TEA pp. 10–21 · Item 10–15, 17–21 · 2026 · English I

English II

What the Octopus Knows + Narwhals Are
Real
Items 10–20
TEA pp. 10–20 · Item 10–20 · 2024 · English II

Moon Landing + The Apollo 11 Moon
Landing July 20, 1969
Items 11–12, 14–22
TEA pp. 11–22 · Item 11–12, 14–22 · 2025 · English II

The Art and Practice of Mindfulness
Meditation + Twilight
Items 10, 12–21
TEA pp. 10–21 · Item 10, 12–21 · 2026 · English II

Source: Texas Education Agency, STAAR released reading tests and rationales, 2024 to 2026. Page numbers refer to the TEA rationale PDFs.  •  teachbig.com


