
TRANSITION WORDS BY SCORE
A V E R A G E  T R A N S I T I O N  W O R D  U S E  B Y  S C O R E  •  S T A A R  E C R

TEA RELEASED ECR SCORING GUIDE SAMPLE PAPERS • 2024 TO 2026 • GRADES 3 TO 8 PLUS ENGLISH I AND II

S C O R E S  0  T O  5  •  3 1 2  P A P E R S  •  O R I G I N A L  S T U D E N T  W O R D I N G  R E T A I N E D

A  –  A V E R A G E  N U M B E R  O F  T R A N S I T I O N  W O R D S  P E R  P A P E R
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Elementary Middle High Average number of transition word uses per paper. Score 5 papers more than double score 1 papers in every band.

B  –  A V E R A G E  N U M B E R  O F  D I F F E R E N T  T R A N S I T I O N  W O R D S  P E R  P A P E R

1.39 1.33
1.92

0

1.83
2.22 2.0

1

2.39 2.33

3.5

2

2.81 2.93

3.72

3

3.44

4.33 4.08

4

4.83
5.33 5.08

5

Elementary Middle High Average number of different transition words per paper. Rises with score in every band.

C  –  M O S T  U S E D  T R A N S I T I O N  W O R D S  A T  S C O R E  5  V S  S C O R E  1

ELEMENTARY

Score 5 because 30 · so 19 · but 17 · then 17 · also 6
Score 1 so 15 · because 12 · also 9 · but 7 · then 2

MIDDLE

Score 5 because 31 · also 22 · then 18 · but 16 · so 14
Score 1 so 20 · but 19 · because 12 · then 5 · also 4

HIGH

Score 5 so 17 · because 14 · but 13 · also 9 · however 8
Score 1 but 12 · because 7 · so 7 · also 3 · then 3

What the bars show. Score 5 papers use more than twice as many transition words as score 1 papers in every band, and the average number of different transition
words rises with score in every band. The same five linkers top both lists in elementary and middle school (so, because, but, then, also); in high school however joins
the score 5 list. Each bar pools every TEA released paper at that score for the band's grades, 6 per grade (9 at score 3), so small differences may just be noise.

Source: Texas Education Agency, STAAR released ECR scoring guides, 2024 to 2026. Student wording retained.  •  teachbig.com



TRANSITION WORDS BY SCORE
E X A C T  N U M B E R S  B Y  G R A D E  •  S T A A R  E C R

TEA RELEASED ECR SCORING GUIDE SAMPLE PAPERS • 2024 TO 2026 • POOLED ACROSS YEARS

E A C H  C E L L :  A V E R A G E  N U M B E R  O F  T R A N S I T I O N  W O R D  U S E S ,  A V E R A G E  N U M B E R  O F  D I F F E R E N T  T R A N S I T I O N  W O R D S

GRADE
SCORE 0

n=6

SCORE 1
n=6

SCORE 2
n=6

SCORE 3
n=9

SCORE 4
n=6

SCORE 5
n=6

Grade 3 0.50 words
0.50 diff

3.00 words
2.17 diff

2.33 words
1.83 diff

5.00 words
2.44 diff

7.17 words
3.50 diff

5.33 words
2.83 diff

Grade 4 2.50 words
1.67 diff

2.33 words
1.83 diff

3.67 words
2.50 diff

4.33 words
2.67 diff

5.50 words
3.67 diff

8.83 words
6.83 diff

Grade 5 3.83 words
2.00 diff

2.67 words
1.50 diff

3.67 words
2.83 diff

5.44 words
3.33 diff

5.67 words
3.17 diff

9.00 words
4.83 diff

Grade 6 1.67 words
1.33 diff

2.83 words
1.67 diff

3.00 words
1.83 diff

3.44 words
2.56 diff

9.17 words
5.50 diff

6.50 words
4.00 diff

Grade 7 1.17 words
1.00 diff

3.83 words
2.00 diff

3.33 words
2.67 diff

5.00 words
2.67 diff

7.67 words
4.33 diff

7.33 words
5.00 diff

Grade 8 2.67 words
1.67 diff

3.83 words
3.00 diff

3.83 words
2.50 diff

5.89 words
3.56 diff

6.00 words
3.17 diff

11.00 words
7.00 diff

English I 2.00 words
1.67 diff

3.33 words
2.00 diff

6.00 words
3.50 diff

6.00 words
4.33 diff

6.33 words
4.33 diff

6.67 words
4.83 diff

English II 3.67 words
2.17 diff

2.50 words
2.00 diff

5.83 words
3.50 diff

5.11 words
3.11 diff

6.17 words
3.83 diff

8.00 words
5.33 diff

Reading the table. Each cell pools that grade and score point across 2024, 2025, and 2026. Score point 0 papers include blank and very short papers and are
counted as they stand. Method: each of the 46 listed transition words and phrases counts once per whole word use, case does not matter, and a longer phrase is
counted before its shorter parts so no use counts twice. Misspellings count as written.

Source: Texas Education Agency, STAAR released ECR scoring guides, 2024 to 2026. Student wording retained.  •  teachbig.com


